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©opyright & Fair Use in the Classroom

Here are a few tips to keep in mind when conducting research for
educational purposes.
1. YOU are the owner of original work you create the moment it’s created.
This means that any documented or recorded original work is protected under copyright
laws without needing to apply for copyright privileges.

2. It is infringement to take another person’s work without permission.
Infringement applies to words, illustrations, tables, and charts, music and other
recordings. It also applies to the characteristics of a work such as appearance, layout,
and format. Giving the author credit does not allow you to copy/use their work.

3. How do you know if material is protected by copyright laws?
Because it is unnecessary to apply for copyright protection, not all copyrighted material
will say “copyright” or show a ©. There are guidelines to follow when deciding if the
material is protected under copyright. If the author died 70 or more years ago, you do
not need permission to use his work. Also, if the work was published before 1923 in the
in the United States, it is no longer under copyright laws. In both instances, the work
has become part of what is called “public domain” and is free for the public to use.

4. What is “fair use” and what does it mean for you as a student?
Fair use allows the limited use of copyrighted materials to be used for educational
purposes. Fair use laws will not protect you if you are using the material to make
money or keeping the original author from making money. The less you use of
another’s work and the more factual rather than creative the information is, the more
likely you will be protected by fair use rule.

5. The internet is FILLED with original works that are open to your use…
if you are using the work for educational purposes. However, you must be aware
that your work cannot be posted back to the internet if copyrighted material was used
(unless on a password protected site or permission is granted by the original author!).
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